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The percentage of non-Hispanic white indi-
viduals held in jail has increased over time. In 
2005, 44% of individuals confined to jail were 
non-Hispanic white.21 This percentage fell to 43% 
by 2008 and then increased to 47% by 2014.22 In 
contrast, the percentage of black individuals held 
in city or county jails was stable from 2005 to 
2009 (approximately 39%) and has since slowly 
decreased. At midyear 2014, 35% of persons in 
jail were black.23 A similar pattern emerged for 
Hispanics/Latinos. In 2005, it was estimated that 
15% of those held in jail were Hispanic/Latino. 
This percentage slowly increased to a high of 16% 
for 2006 through 2010.24 Then the percentage of 
Hispanics held in jail fell to an estimated 15% 
in 2014.25 The percentage of American Indians/
Alaska Natives held in jail has remained low and 
stable over time. In 2005, 2014, and the interven-
ing years, 1% of jail inmates were Asian. Similar 
estimates are found when considering Asians in 
local jails. From 2005 to 2014, slightly fewer than 
1% of jail inmates were identified as Asian.26

Figure 11.2  n  Percentage of Jail Population by Gender, 2005–2014
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Jails, like prisons, are dominated by men. How might the relatively fewer female jail inmates affect the 
facilities they are kept in? It means that there are likely fewer facilities, but does it mean that they are 
worse facilities? Are there likely to be fewer programs available for them? Are they more expensive to 
run as a result?

The gender disparity in jails has been in place for many years. Do you foresee this changing? Why or 
why not?

Source: Minton, T. D., & Zeng, Z. (2015). Jail inmates at midyear 2014. (NCJ 248629). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of 
Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Jail cells can be sparse and uncomfortable. Considering that a large 

proportion of those housed in jails have not been convicted of any crime, 

is this reasonable? Is it reasonable for those who have been convicted of a 

crime? Why or why not?
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